SOME ACCIDENTALS OF THE CHUUCH
happily as impracticable as it is mischievous.
The mere attempt at mediation so nobly con-
ceived by the late Pope was suspected and
repudiated alike by LudendorfF and Allied
stalwarts. What would the reactions have been
had he tried to impose himself as an arbitrator
with injunctions to all Catholics to lend sanctions
to his decisions ? And how could the present
Pope have been asked to give judgment (let
us say) as to the bombardment of Corfu by the
Italian fleet ? Great occasions may conceivably
arise when a great pronouncement may be
worth the risk or may be necessary at any risk;
but that the Pope, in the midst of his solicitude
for all the Churches, should permanently assume
the functions of Geneva and the Hague in a
temporal sphere in which no special guidance
has been promised him is surely the oilmination
of fantastic idealism. What was an " acci-
dental " possibility in Hildebrand's time would,
if conceivable at all, mean a catastrophic disaster
in the modern world.
My argument has taken me over many points,
but I trust has kept within relevance to my main
object, which is to show that aspects which the
Church has worn in the past, policies with which
she has been associated, and temporal benefits
which she has promoted, have been accidental
to her mission, and that to expect her to cure
119